BOROUGH OF CALIFON
REGULAR MEETING
May 16, 2024

Mayor Charles Daniel called the regular meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. with the reading of the following Sunshine Law announcement: “I would like to announce and have placed in the minutes that adequate notice of this regular meeting of the Califon Borough Council has been provided in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act by publication of the annual notice in the Hunterdon Review and the Hunterdon County Democrat.”

FLAG SALUTE

ROLL CALL:  PRESENT:   L. Janas, M. Medea, J. Ruggiero, C. Smith
 Absent: R. Baggstrom, E. Haversang   
Also Present: Acting CFO Amy Monahan                     
Borough Attorney M. Anderson via Zoom & RMA, Anthony Ardito via Zoom. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES- Meeting of May 2, 2024
. 
CM Ruggiero noted that the spelling of the resident's name is incorrect. It should be Katie Pinto, not Katy Pinto. 
Motion was made by C. Smith seconded by J. Ruggiero to approve the meeting minutes of May 2, 2024 with the above correction. 
For:   L. Janas, M. Medea, J. Ruggiero, C. Smith 
Abstain: C. Smith 
Absent: R. Baggstrom, E. Haversang
Opposed: None
MOTION CARRIED

LIST OF BILLS
Motion was made by L. Janas seconded by C. Smith to approve the list of bills in the amount of $194,579.89.
For:  L. Janas, M. Medea, J. Ruggiero, C. Smith
Absent: R. Baggstrom E. Haversang
Opposed: None
MOTION CARRIED

At this time, the Mayor moved to New Business – Introduction to the 2024 Budget








NEW BUSINESS - INTRODUCTION TO THE 2024 BUDGET

RESOLUTIONS 2024-34-36

Resolution 2024-34- Petition to the DLGS to Allow Delayed Introduction of Budget
The following Resolution was introduced for adoption: 

                                          RESOLUTION-2024-34

WHEREAS, under provisions of N.J.S.A.40A:4-5, a municipality shall
introduce the Local Municipal Budget no later than March 29 of the fiscal year; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough of Califon has delayed the introduction of the 2024 Municipal Budget past the statutory deadline; and,

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Califon, Hunterdon County, New Jersey, that the Borough of Califon hereby petitions the Director of the Division of Local Government Services to allow a delayed introduction of the 2024 Califon Borough Municipal Budget; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this Resolution shall be forwarded to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services, 101 South Broad Street, P.O. Box 803, Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0803, through the DLGS FAST portal.


Motion: :M. Medea

Second: J. Ruggiero

Committee Polled: L. Janas, M. Medea, J. Ruggiero, C. Smith
Absent: R. Baggstrom, E. Havesang

The following Resolution was introduced for adoption: 
	
RESOLUTION 2024-35
SPECIAL ITEMS OF GENERAL REVENUE

	WHEREAS, the 2024 Local Municipal Budget was introduced on the 16th
day of May 2024; and,

	WHEREAS, during the fiscal year 2024 the Borough of Califon has been 
allocated a state grant for various programs in the amount of $319,330.00
	
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that a petition be made herewith to
the Director of the Division of Local Government Services that the 2024 Local Municipal Budget include a special item of revenue under the heading of "Special Items of General Revenue Anticipated with Prior Written Consent of Director of Local Government Services-Public and Private Revenues Offset with Appropriations:”  

Stormwater Grant-DEP		$25,000.00	
ARP- Firefighter 2024	        	$75,000.00			          	
NJDOT Grant-Phihower Ave	          $219,000.00
																														319,330.00
	Total                                             $    319,330.00


Motion was made by M. Medea seconded by J. Ruggiero to adopt Resolution 2024-34 as read. 
For:   L. Janas, M. Medea, J. Ruggiero, C. Smith 
Absent: R. Baggstrom, E. Haversang
Opposed: None
MOTION CARRIED

A. Resolution 2024-36-Summary of Revenues and Appropriations
The following Resolution was introduced for adoption:

RESOLUTION-2024-36

      WHEREAS, the Borough of Califon is holding a meeting on May 16, 2024, for the purpose of introducing the 2024 Municipal Budget and conducting other matters; and,

      NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Califon, Hunterdon County, New Jersey, that the Borough of Califon hereby petitions the Director of the Division of Local Government Services that the 2024 Local Municipal Budget be introduced and approved on May 16, 2024.
													Summary of Revenues	                                     2024                

1.  Surplus Anticipated General Revenues                         $       120,000      		
2.  Total Miscellaneous Revenue                                                 494,378               
3.  Receipts from Delinquent Taxes                                               37,500
4.  (a)  Local Tax for Municipal Purposes                                1,114,796
     (b)  Addition to Local District School Tax
	Total Amount to be Raised for Taxation        
	for Support of Municipal Budget                      1,114,796 
Total General Revenues                                                   $    1,766,674
                                                                                                                                 
Summary of Appropriations                                       2024               
                                                                                                    Budget              
1.  Operating Expenses		
         Salaries & Wages                                                      $       222,575			
         Other Expenses                                                                   946,752
2.  Capital Improvements                                                             249,330
3.  Debt Service                                                                            206,276
4.  Reserve for Uncollected Taxes                                               141,741
Total General Appropriations                                        $     1,7666,674		

Motion was made by M. Medea seconded by L. Janas to approve the Resolution as read.
For: L.Janas, M. Medea, J. Ruggiero, C. Smith
Opposed: None 
Absent: R. Baggstrom, E. Haversang
MOTION CARRIED


	B. Resolution 2024-37- Resolution to Issue Estimated Property Tax Bills
Acting CFO A. Monahan advised that by sending out an estimated bill, we will not have to wait for the State tax rate to be struck and send it out in July for the August due date. Going with an estimated tax bill makes it smoother for the office and the taxpayer. 
The following Resolution was introduced for adoption:
RESOLUTION 2024-37

RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF CALIFON COUNCIL AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF ESTIMATED TAX BILLS FOR 
THE THIRD QUARTER 2024 PAYMENT

WHEREAS, it is anticipated that the Borough of Califon will not be able to issue tax bills for the third quarter 2024 payment on a timely basis due to the failure of the State of New Jersey to provide the necessary certification to the County Board of Taxation; and

	WHEREAS, the Borough of Califon has determined that there could be insufficient cash flow to support operations in August if the tax bills are not sent out shortly; and

	WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey, Division of Local Government Services, is unable to provide a timeframe for the provision of the necessary certification to the County Board of Taxation.

	NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough of Califon,of the County of Hunterdon, New Jersey, that:
	
1. The Tax Collector is hereby directed to take all steps necessary to send out estimated tax bills for the third quarter 2024.
The entire estimated tax levy for 2024 is hereby set at $ 5,602,206.09, and the estimated tax rate is $3.756
    
1. In accordance with the law, the third installment of 2024 taxes shall not be subject to interest until the later of August 10th or the 25th calendar day after the date the estimated tax bills are mailed.  The estimated tax bills shall contain a notice specifying the date on which interest may begin to accrue.

Motion was made by C. Smith seconded by J. Ruggiero to approve  Resolution 2024-37 as read.
For: L.Janas, M. Medea, J. Ruggiero, C. Smith
Opposed: None 
Absent: R. Baggstrom, E. Haversang
MOTION CARRIED

C  Resolution 2024-38- Audit: Period Ending 12/31/2023- Group Affidavit Form
The following Resolution was introduced for adoption:
	RESOLUTION 2024-38

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-4 requires the governing body of every local unit to have made an annual audit of its books, accounts and financial transactions, and
WHEREAS, the Annual Report of Audit for the year (insert fiscal year) has been filed by a Registered Municipal Accountant with the (insert “Clerk of the Board of Freeholders” or “Municipal Clerk”) pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:5-6, and a copy has been received by each member of the governing body; and,
WHEREAS, R.S. 52:27BB-34 authorizes the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey to prescribe reports pertaining to the local fiscal affairs; and,
WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board has promulgated N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5, a regulation requiring that the governing body of each municipality shall by resolution certify to the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey that all members of the governing body have reviewed, as a minimum, the sections of the annual audit entitled “Comments and Recommendations, and,

WHEREAS, the members of the governing body have personally reviewed as a minimum the Annual Report of Audit, and specifically the sections of the Annual Audit entitled “Comments and Recommendations, as evidenced by the group affidavit form of the governing body attached hereto; and,

WHEREAS, such resolution of certification shall be adopted by the Governing Body no later than forty-five days after the receipt of the annual audit, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5; and,
WHEREAS, all members of the governing body have received and have familiarized themselves with, at least, the minimum requirements of the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey, as stated aforesaid and have subscribed to the affidavit, as provided by the Local Finance Board, and
WHEREAS, failure to comply with the regulations of the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey may subject the members of the local governing body to the penalty provisions of R.S. 52:27BB-52, to wit:
R.S. 52:27BB-52: A local officer or member of a local governing body who, after a date fixed for compliance, fails or refuses to obey an order of the director (Director of Local Government Services), under the provisions of this Article, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, may be fined not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or imprisoned for not more than one year, or both, in addition shall forfeit his office.
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the Califon Council of the Borough of Califon, hereby states that it has complied with N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5 and does hereby submit a certified copy of this resolution and the required affidavit to said Board to show evidence of said compliance.
Motion was made by J. Ruggiero seconded by M. Medea to approve  Resolution 2024-38 as read.
For: L.Janas, M. Medea, J. Ruggiero, C. Smith
Opposed: None 
Absent: R. Baggstrom, E. Haversang
MOTION CARRIED

At this time, Anthony Ardito and Amy Monahan left the meeting.
CORRESPONDENCE
_email-5.16- W. Millette confirming that the public hearing will be held on Thursday, July 18 for the land transfer agreement.
_email 5.9-Commissioner Kuhl- announcing HC Municipal Infrastructure grant available.
_email 5.13.- The resident advising the site line view is blocked at River Rd and Main Street.
_email 5.7 NJLM amended OPRA Bill will be heard in the legislative committee on May 9th. 
_email 5.13 NJLM Update- OPRA Bill headed to Governor's desk- passed the Senate 21-10 and Assembly 44-25.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Councilman Medea reported that the Parks and Recreation met last week. Memorial Day plans are all set. Councilman Ruggiero volunteered to do the opening remarks at the ceremony.
Flags on bridge will be put up on Saturday. Califon Fire Company placed flags along Main Street.
Woodglen Tree Service gave an estimate of $4,800 for the grinding of stumps at the park. Open Space will fund this park’s maintenance expense. 
The Environmental Commission inquired with M. Medea if they could have permission to remove all the invasive tree and bushes on the little island in front of the post office.

Councilman Janas advised the Planning and Zoning will be meeting on Wednesday, May 22nd

Councilwoman Smith advised she had nothing to report.
Councilman Ruggiero reported that an additional camera for the park will be ordered shortly.

MAYOR’S REPORT

Mayor Daniel reported that the Hunterdon Area Energy Aggregation Cooperative will be going out to bid on Wednesday, May 15th.  If they can get a lower rate, members can utilize the savings in the cooperative. 
Tomorrow, members of the NJWSA will meet at the Winters/ Triangle property to evaluate the condition of previous stormwater mitigations. The Borough owns this property with NJWSA, so we need to partner with them regarding any alterations we would like to make for stormwater control.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Mayor Daniel asked if there were any comments from the public. 
Resident Bruce Morrow of Academy Street advised that speeding along Academy Street has become more frequent. He does not see the police as often as he used to. 

With no further comments to be heard, C. Smith motioned to adjourn the meeting at 7:50 pm. All in Favor
Meeting Adjourned.

Respectfully submitted, 


Karen Mastro, RMC
